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President’s Report 
Hello and welcome to everyone as this is my first president’s 
report for our newsletter, A Voice for Wildlife. I would like to 
thank Maryland for all the wonderful work she has done for the 
Australian Wildlife Protection Council. She is a good friend 
and has been extremely generous in lending me her time when I 
have needed it. I would also like to say a big thank you to Eve 
Kelly who has stepped up to take on the role of Treasurer and 
has proven to be a valuable asset to AWPC. A big thank you 
also goes out to the rest of our committee, Vivienne Ortega, 
Sheila Newman, Roslyn Browning, Hans Brunner, Bob 
McDonald and James Clemants. 

As usual the Australian Federal Government and the States and 
Territories continue to put our precious iconic and unique 
wildlife under pressure. pg. 2 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Mount Martha House Community 
Centre, 466 Esplanade, Mount Martha 

Sunday August 27th 

11am-1pm 

After the Meeting 1:30pm 
‘Wildlife Habitat’ talk at 

9 Century Drive, Mt Martha  

All Welcome! 

Australian Wildlife Protection Council 

502 Waterfall Gully Rd, Rosebud 3930 

0474 651 292 or 0425 842 618 

craig.awpc@gmail.com  eve.awpc@gmail.com 

Registered Charity A0012224D 

ABN 85240279616 

The Great Mornington Peninsula Bushwalk & Habitat Corridor 
 

‘Your Place Our Space’ is a government program that invites Victorians to 
use crown land managed by Melbourne Water for community projects. 
There is some 33,000 hectares available for community projects pg. 2 
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As such we have spent a lot of our time writing submissions and 
objections, plus an occasional meeting with a state environment 
minister. I have also been a community representative for wildlife on 
major projects, like Melbourne metro rail. What I have personally 
found, in under taking these tasks, is that we are more reactive and 
therefore behind the 8 ball so to speak. So, it is time for all of us to 
be more proactive for wildlife protection. While there will always be a 
place to stand up and express our disgust at horrific acts of animal cruelty and a 
need to object to ludicrous and greedy proposals that displace wildlife. All of us, as 
organisations and individuals, need to start telling the stories of our wildlife; about the functions they 
provide that underpin the ecology of our environment, as well as the joy they bring to our lives.  

AWPC has recently undertaken a project called the ‘Great Mornington Peninsula Bushwalk and Habitat 
Corridor’ to be more proactive. You can read about this further in the newsletter. 

I would like to finish off this first report by thanking you, our members and supporters, for your passion 
for wildlife. Without which the wildlife in this country would be a whole lot worse off, so thank you for 
all that you do. 

Cheers 

Craig 

 

President’s Report Continued… 

On World Environment Day 2017, from Monday 5th of July to Thursday 8th of July and Saturday 10th of 
July, I embarked on a bushwalk from The Pines Flora and Fauna Reserve to the Gunnamatta outfall in 

the Mornington Peninsula National Park.  

The Great Mornington Peninsula Bushwalk & Habitat Corridor’s 

purpose is to raise public awareness of a government program called ‘Your 
Place Our Space’ which invites Victorians to use crown land managed by 
Melbourne Water for community projects. There is some 33,000 hectares 
available for community projects, yet this program is poorly advertised, and 
now some of these corridors and public assets have been deemed surplus 
land. This leaves many potential and existing habitat corridors at risk. 

The walk highlights, in particular, two parcels of land: 

1. Melbourne Water land in Rosebud South 

2. The decommissioned South East Water Reservoir in Mt Eliza. 
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These areas are vital public amenities for the public, wildlife 
habitat and corridors. Over the 5 days we walked close to 80km 
and I had 18 people join me thorough various stages of the walk.  

Eucalyptus ovata in Baxter, pictures by John Billing 

We encountered a diversity of wildlife and beautiful remnant patches of bushland including old 
majestic gums.  

Most of this land was advertised in the ‘Your Place Our Space’ program as recently as May 2017. Therefore, 

it would make a fantastic wildlife corridor replacing the one that was lost with the construction of the 

Peninsula Link freeway. It would also fill the missing foot-link between Mornington/Mt Martha to the 

Southern Peninsula, as well as providing economic opportunities through bushland rehabilitation, tourism 

and education. From an environmental prospective, it also gives us the opportunity to reverse the greatest 

threat to peri-urban environments of habitat fragmentation. One of the aims of this walk was to discuss the 

state of our local environments across Frankston and the Mornington Peninsula. For those who joined us, we 

talked about many topics and workable solutions. However, from the many people who indicated that they 

would have liked to attend the event and were unable, we have barely scratched the surface of what could be 

achieved; in terms of creating new sustainable green jobs for the region and protecting our environment and 

green spaces. 

"Victorian Government 
understands the 
importance of providing 
open public space to 
support and create liveable 
cities and towns" 

Minister Neville 
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In a recent letter from Minister Neville, in reply to an email I sent about the fast track rezoning of the 

Rosebud South land, the minister quoted "Victorian Government understands the importance of 
providing open public space to support and create liveable cities and towns". 

If the minister is serious about this statement, she needs to understand that the land in Rosebud South and 
Mt Eliza (or any other crown land) isn’t surplus land. It provides links in the chain that provide open 
public space and supports a liveable peninsula for both residents and tourists alike. By no means is this 
project trying to object to housing or opposing development, but rather demonstrating that no matter 
where people live, they need access to open green spaces and the environment that supports the unique 
wildlife we share this land with. I believe that we should be able to do both. 
The preservation of this habitat corridor would preserve valuable bushland on the Mornington Peninsula, 
much of which is under threat from development from new planning laws. 

What can you do? If anyone has more questions or for those interested in becoming involved please 

contact me craig.awpc@gmail.com You are encouraged to share your stories about our local 
environment on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/The-Great-Mornington-Peninsula-Bushwalk-

and-Habitat-Corridor-144345862786997/ Join up as a member with the Australian Wildlife Protection 
Council (membership form on the back of newsletter) so we can continue our work to be a voice for 

wildlife, or become a sponsor or partner of The Great Mornington Peninsula Bushwalk and Habitat 

Corridor for 2018.  

 

Pictures by John Billing 
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The Great Mornington Peninsula Bushwalk and Habitat Corridor Update!  

Herman Street Reserve at Rosebud South has now been rezoned to ‘General Residential Zone’ from 
Public Use Zone 1. There are some valuable old hollow-bearing trees on this land and the rezoning will 
also put further pressure on and isolate the Murray-Anderson Creek. A variety of small woodland birds, 
kangaroos, koalas, wallabies, ringtail and brush tail possums, sugar gliders, echidnas and snakes will be 
under threat. We do not know, for sure, what species will be adversely affected because no on the ground 
fauna surveys have been undertaken but threatened species in the area include the Powerful Owl, Swamp 
Skink and Latham's Snipe (an international migratory bird species).  

Please contact the following ministers, who made this decision a reality, and tell them your disgust at 
rezoning public open spaces, which are also wildlife corridors. 

Richard Wynne Minister for Planning 

Phone: (03) 9415 8901 

Email: richard.wynne@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Postal Address: PO Box 1474, Collingwood 3066 
 

Lisa Neville Minister for Water 

Phone: (03) 9637 9654  

Email: lisa.neville@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Twitter http://www.twitter.com/@LisanevilleMP  

Postal Address: Level 17, 8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne, VIC 3002  
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Botulism Outbreak Civic Reserve Mornington by Eve Kelly 

On Sat 1st April 17 I received a report of dozens of dead and dying ducks at the Civic Reserve Lakes, 
Dunns Rd, Mornington, Victoria. The Civic Reserve’s precinct includes a recreational sporting center, an 
art gallery, bowls club, off-leash dog park, rose garden, skate park and 2 large ornamental lakes teeming 
with wildlife. The precinct is a busy hub for the community and welcomes thousands of tourists every 
year. When I arrived at the lakes I saw dogs in and around the water, a family fishing and to my horror 
scores of dead and dying waterfowl.  

An urgent volunteer rescue plan was put into action. I, along with 3 other wildlife rescuers from 
WHOMP, rescued 4 dying ducks and removed over 20 dead birds in the first day. Kayaks and nets were 
used to get birds out of the water. 

We found dead geese, pacific black ducks, wood ducks, dusky moorhens, Eurasian coots, chestnut teals, 
hard head ducks, eels, skylarks and more. As an experienced wildlife rescuer I was fairly confident that the 
symptoms presented were most likely due to botulism. This was later confirmed by the Department of 
Agriculture, Victoria.  

All the dead and sick animals were dropped off at the East Mornington vet for testing. And volunteer 
wildlife carers at WHOMP then rehabbed the sick birds. 

Botulinum is a very powerful neurotoxin, it is naturally occurring and can live in the gills of fish and in the 
mud with no problems, but requires particular conditions for the spores to activate and an outbreak to 
occur.  These conditions include high temperatures in and around the water; once an animal is affected it 
usually dies within 48 hours; waterbirds eventually drown, as they can’t hold their heads up out of the 
water. High temperatures increase the hatching of carcass maggots and once a maggot is ingested, by 
another feeding animal, it will die of botulism. The spores also require an anaerobic environment- water 
with no oxygen- and protein- dead animals. 
 
The lakes at Civic Reserve are a perfect breeding ground for 
botulism with heavy weeds, few native water plants to oxygenate 
the water, no water flow, dead animals left in the water and 
surrounding weeds, pollution and bacteria. The only ways of 
managing an outbreak is to act quickly to remove all the dead and 
dying animals, flush or drain the lakes, remove weeds and replant 
the area to help with the oxygenation of the water. 
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No wildlife groups were informed and no shire employees were contracted to remove the scores of dead 
animals. The shire did erect tape around the lakes, as we requested, but didn’t help with the clean up of 
dead animals.  

Over the next month it was an ongoing mission for volunteers to remove dead animals and rescue the sick. 
For four weeks I pleaded with the Shire to have the dead animals removed and to act on at least removing 
weeds. They were reluctant to flush or drain the lakes, even though the toxic water was flowing down two 
storm water drains in both lakes. I contacted the Leader Newspaper who ran a story warning the public of 
risks to their dogs in the park. I wrote to the mayor, local councillors, the Department of Health, the EPA, 
Animal’s Australia, RSPCA, DEDJTR and others. 

Botulism Outbreak Continued… 

I met with the Shire Rangers and Natural Systems Department at the Shire 
and I spoke to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning

(DELWP) on the phone and via email. We even had a question raised at 
the Shire Council Meeting. At every stage government departments claimed 
the issue was being managed by the council and the council’s 
response was that they were still ‘considering their options’ on how 
to act.  

9 weeks on, the barrier tape and most of the warning signs at Civic 
Reserve have been taken down but the ducks were still dying and 
the lake was still toxic. I rescued another dying duck on the 22nd

May 2017. Another lake in Mount Martha was affected with dead 
birds turning up there. When the government is the responsible 
party and they don’t act, what can be done? When local councils 
tell other government bodies, and the public, that they are 
‘managing the situation’ and are not, whom do we go to?  

A total of eight sick birds were saved and whilst DELWP suggested 
we release them back at the Civic Reserve (DELWP obviously 
don’t believe, even with photographic evidence, that the lakes were 
still toxic) the rehabbed birds were re-located elsewhere.  

 

Upon investigating I found that the Mornington 
Shire Council were responsible for the lakes’ 
management. A shire employee from the 
Environmental Health Department had attended the 
lakes on the previous Friday 30th March along with a 
representative from the RSPCA. They had been 
informed of dead ducks at the lakes on Wed the 29th 
of March. Apparently they removed a dead duck for 
testing, took some water samples, posted a few small 
signs around one side of one of the lakes and walked 
away! 
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4 months on, positive outcomes at last! The Shire listened to our requests and erected a large sign 

educating the public not to feed the water birds with bread and installed some fencing around an eroded 
bank of the lake. They are also installing aerators in the two lakes to assist in keeping the water 
oxygenated to prevent blue-green algae and botulism occurring again. The shire also did some weeding 
works on the islands and will follow up in spring with further work. The AWPC will look into a grant for 
further planting to increase available habitat for the birds and the Shire is happy to help us with a letter of 
support, which is great!  

Whilst it was a frustratingly slow process and physically and emotionally demanding for all, it appears 
that community pressure and good communication have had a good outcome for our local wildlife. We 
have helped to ensure that an outbreak like this is prevented from happening again!  

Goodwill Wines, reward yourself and help our wildlife campaigns too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buy your wine online now http://goodwillwine.com.au/charities/australian-wildlife-protection-council  

Australian Wildlife Protection Council AWPC established the National Kangaroo Campaign in 1992, 

which has grown to incorporate the wider International Community. The Kangaroo is under enormous 
pressure from both the commercial kangaroo industry and the rural sector and it needs as much support 
as it can get for its very survival in its homeland. 

50% of the profit from every bottle you purchase goes towards helping the Australian Wildlife 
Protection Council continue its work. 
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The protection of marine wildlife can take many 
forms including rescue, rehabilitation and release. 
Negative interactions with humans, dogs, cats or 
severe environmental fluctuations such as extreme 
weather, pollution events, and entanglement in 
plastic refuse and discarded fishing tackle can all 
require us to act to rescue wildlife. As part of our 
efforts, education and engagement with 
stakeholders (anglers, commercial fishing interests 
and government agencies, to name a few) is also 
sometimes necessary.  

A recent coordinated rescue regarded a juvenile Pelican found 

looking very crestfallen on my local beach a couple of weeks ago. 
The rescue response for the beleaguered bird involved a concerned 
member of the public who contacted the Melbourne Zoo, who 
then contacted local veterinary clinics, wildlife shelters, local 
Foreshore Rangers and volunteer wildlife rescuers. A well actioned 
team response, on the ground, ensured that our Pelican friend received 
appropriate help as soon as possible. It was a fabulous group effort. 

Salty Tales from a Marine Wildlife 

Rescuer By James Clemens 

Other rescues can be a lone individual affair. I regularly patrol my local 7 km stretch of coastline looking 

for creatures in need of assistance. Last month l came across a Pied Cormorant perched on a rock a small 
distance from shore. Something about the bird’s posture didn't seem right and upon closer inspection I 
noticed strands of fishing line wrapped around the bird’s wings and sternum.  

Fortunately, on this occasion, I was able to locate a 30m strand of fishing line trailing behind our subject. I 
could see the angler’s sinker and still baited hook hanging in front of the Cormorant, which was a good 
sign as it indicated that the afore mentioned tackle had not been ingested. Upon ascertaining that I was 
not going to cause any injury, I was able to utilize the trailing line to slowly approach our friend whilst 
gently taking up the slack; this was very handy as it prevented the Cormorant from swimming out to sea 
or diving under the water to escape. After a little bit of splashing around and associated drenching, I was 
able to apprehend the bird. My windcheater was pressed into service to wrap up our friend and convey it 
to the shoreline. After donning some eye protection (you've got to watch that beak!) I was able to use the 
children’s safety scissors (no sharp points)- I always carry these with me on my walks for just such an 
occurrence- to gently trim away the offending line.  

You could almost hear a sigh of relief from our black and white friend as it became untethered from its 
bondage wrap. After checking for any other hooks that l may have missed in the struggle, I retreated to a 
respectful distance and observed the patient standing on the beach. After about half an hour of 
contemplation and preening a slightly disheveled bird returned to the water and resumed hunting. It was a 
fabulous resolution. 

 

Salty Tales Continued over the page… 
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Yet another protection scenario involved the provision of safe havens and exclusion zones for creatures in 

close proximity to human activity. The Hooded Plover program in Victoria is a classic example of this 
approach. In conjunction with the prohibition of dogs on many nesting beaches and the associated 

increase of feral animal control, the fabulous work 
of the many volunteer monitors affiliated with ‘The 

Friends of the Hooded Plover’ group and 

concerned members of the local community, 2017 
proved to be one of the best years in recent history 
for the survival of Plover fledglings. A great result 
for all the parties involved.  

Another species of animal that benefits from the 

establishment of exclusion zones is the Australian 

Fur Seal- when they decide to come into our midst. 

Some instances involve injured or exhausted Seals, 
individuals that are just ‘passing through’ so to 
speak, or less frequently seals that decide to take up 
residence in areas that have a large human 

population. As a volunteer Seal Monitor on the 

Mornington Peninsula this indeed is a subject close 
to my heart. Due to the fact that the complexities 
associated with Seal management programs present 
their own inimitable challenges. But I shall keep 
detailed examination for another newsletter, so stay 

tuned. Think globally, act locally, and stay 

healthy and happy.   

Arcto the seal, picture by James Clemens 

 

 

The AWPC’s merchandise page is under 
construction but we certainly have ‘Kangaroos 
Myths and Realities’ books to sell! Please contact 
us for a copy. 

eve.awpc@gmail.com 
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Parks Victoria and the Frankston Reservoir Reserve 

By Hans Brunner Zoologist 

My background, for those of you who don’t know, is a scientist with 
expertise in fauna identification and preservation of endangered species.  

I would like to explain why Parks Victoria should not be allowed to 
manage the Frankston Reservoir Reserve. 

There were plenty of reasons why Parks Victoria was not the choice to 
manage this reserve in the first place. Why so now? 

They are notorious for not even protecting nationally endangered 
wildlife such as the bandicoots, and for allowing plovers to not be able 
to breed. 

This reserve is protected as a 
nature conservation reserve 
because it has a number of endangered species such as the blue-
billed duck, musk duck and growling grass frog.  

The danger is that Parks Victoria will install open gates all around 
the reserve allowing for the predator species, such as foxes, dogs and 
cats to enter the reserve. 

Fishing, bike riding, boat rowing and dog walking were all ruled out 
for the protection of the reserve and not to cause detriment to the 

rest of our wildlife. Fishing and boating will get rid of all the present waterfowl including the rare Blue-
billed duck. Bike riding, dog walking and jogging will not only disturb wildlife, causing it to be lost, but 
also severely disturb walkers who deserve to silently stroll in this bush land reserve.  

Vandals and polluters will also become a serious problem under Parks Victoria’s management. 

The committee of management has had the qualifications and experience to manage the reserve for people 
to enjoy and to also ensure that our wildlife continue for us all to experience. Children can see native 
animals in their habitat. 

I am extremely angry that the reserve may now be misused for all the 
many wrong reasons. The way I see it, this beautiful reserve will now 
be run down into a playground for people at the expense of the present 
and future wildlife and I call this an act of an environmental crime! 

I will now have to go elsewhere for my walks…   

 

" This reserve is 

protected as a nature 
conservation reserve 
because it has a 
number of endangered 
species " 
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Flying Fox colonies are commonly found in and around 
towns and coastal areas or near cities and towns, or near 
rivers, like the one at Bairnsdale. Feeding on nectar and 
pollen flying foxes use and especially acute sense of smell to 
‘map’ the smells of unpredictable pollination in catchments 
up-stream and in downstream breezes. They are likely the 
most important pollinators of Eucalypt and Banksia forests 
as they travel the length of the East coast. The upstream 
winds, especially in tidal reaches of rivers, bring the smells 
of Banksia and other coastal forest pollination in with the 
tide.  The colony then ‘communicates’, with more than 50 
known ‘words’, the location of these night pollinating plants 
and heads out in groups to harvest the pollen and nectar, 
find flowering eucalypts and banksias. They can also eat 
fruit when these are not available. 

Both Flying Foxes and Eucalypts likely evolved in 
Australia/New Guinea 60-64 million years ago as Australia 
became volcanically active and broke away from Antarctica.  

It is also likely that the Bairnsdale colony was in much the same location in the 1950’s when they were 
shot and eventually the trees removed.  Poplar trees grew back on this site and English Plain Tree were 
planted by the council along the river both of which were also re-occupied by Grey Headed Flying Foxes 
from the early 2000’s – again creating conflict in the local community.  

Professor Dr David Wescott, a CSIRO expert on Flying Foxes, with a long history in their management in 
urban areas, and chair of The National Flying Fox Monitoring Program, was brought to Bairnsdale by the 
National Bat Solution (anti bat) Group, who have been lobbying for the removal of the flying fox colony, 
to speak in July 2014 in Bairnsdale. 

In his talk, he pointed out that Flying Foxes are difficult to move and most attempts have been 
unsuccessful. Unsuccessful moves can cost between $2-4 million when the flying foxes occupy a nearby 
site that is even worse, such as the grounds of schools, hospitals, parks and formal gardens and have to be 
moved again. He pointed out that there were risks in attempting to move the Bairnsdale flying fox colony. 
The council remained determined to cut down these ‘introduced trees’. 

The Federal and State Agencies are poorly informed regarding flying foxes without people qualified in the 
management of urban flying fox colonies, like Dr David Wescott, advising them. Despite his presence, the 
East Gippsland Shire Council received little useful, and at times contradictory advice, from Federal and 
State Agencies and little or no funding. 

The federally approved poplar tree removal program is perfect example of this, where the council staff act 
on this advice, have plans drawn up approved by people who are not qualified in the management of 
flying foxes and have no access to funding or site-specific research. 

Continued over the page…. 

The Federal Minister Freezes Tree Clearing in Bairnsdale Grey Headed 
Flying Fox Colony, by Bob McDonald Naturalist 

Mother and baby Grey Headed Flying Fox 
from the Bairnsdale colony, by Lisa Roberts  
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The Bairnsdale Shire Council staff have been selling the myth that they are removing the poplars the bats 
roost it – not the bats. Amazingly, staff of the Federal Department of the Environment and the local 
DELWP, have bought the myth. There was no supervision of tree removal a couple of years ago, as 
required by the Federal Permit, and a quick look at Google Earth shows a clear breach of permit 
conditions with far more trees removed in ‘Stage 1’ than what was approved.  With freezing winds coming 
down the Mitchell River this year and without the cover from the upstream ‘forest of poplars’ the nursery 
colony and camp has been abandoned. They will be back, but where? The Shire of East Gippsland, 
DELWP and Environment Australia have breached many of their own conditions on permits – State and 
Federal Laws. 

The reader may like to communicate this the Federal Environment Minister for Environment and Energy 
Josh Frydenberg at Josh.Frydenberg.MP@aph.gov.au and ask his him to get his department to provide a 
full Audit of the State, Federal and local government involvement, costs and advice given and taken and 
ignored - as per the Act. The colony can be restored with covered walkways with rainforest revegetation 
integrated into remaining poplar forest with its ‘dangerous trees’ easily secured by cable into the adjacent 
bank. Viewing areas for visitors, high on the bank level with the street, will generate tourism spending and 
offset costs through spending generated.  Seeing as trees have been removed from adjacent property 
boundaries there should be no problems with roosting bats for the next 20-50 years 

To his credit the Minister has frozen all actions by the council which last week stated that it wanted the 
colony to remain! The East Gippsland Shire and DELWP both need expert advice from interstate bat 
biologists that have experience in managing existing colonies rather than wasting millions of dollars of 

taxpayer’s money trying to shift colonies. See Review of past flying-fox dispersal actions between 1990-
2013 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/animals/flying-fox-2014-subs/flyingfoxsub-jenny-
beatson-part2.pdf 

Fuel reduction and ecological burning etc. are based on the assumption that all 
Aboriginal people undertook fire-stick farming. Joel Wright, traditional owner 
in southwest Victoria, is an indigenous language, culture and history 
researcher. He finds no evidence of wide-scale burning in Aboriginal language 
and culture, but does find other explanations for the history of aboriginal fires 
observed by Europeans. These were often smoke-signals exchanged between 
clans, for general communication and warning of approaching Europeans etc. 
There was also defensive burning to hinder explorers by burning feed for their stock. Other fires 
were to 'cover their tracks' when they were being pursued etc. Many of these fires were mistaken for 
landscape burning. Joel also found one record of burning small portions of dry grass around marshes to 
expose an area to attract birds to scratch for food there, making the birds potential meals for the 
indigenous hunters. Nowhere did he find anything to justify the destructive and dangerous annual 
incineration of the landscapes of the Gunditjamara by the Victorian Government. He was concerned that 
burning the bush as we do now kills the birds and animals so important to vegetation stories, removes scar 
and burial trees and 'burns micro particles from axes and spears that holds the clues as to what they were 
used for. The video was recorded from Wright's presentation at Australian Wildlife Protection Council 
Fire and Wildlife Conference, "Pause and Review Victoria's Fire Management." November 2014.  

Check out the video here: http://candobetter.net/node/4240 

 

Did Australian Aboriginals Burn the Bush As We Are Told? 

“The Language of Fire” Joel Wright, by Shelia Newman 
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Honourable Minister Upton and Premier Berejilkian, 

Please accept these comments as my official submission on behalf of the members and supporters of the 
Australian Wildlife Protection Council, in to the draft Regulations and Codes which accompany the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and Local Land Services Amendment Act 2016. 

In principle, we do not support any state or federal government making it easier for land clearing. When 
vegetation is cleared habitat is loss and this means protected Australian Wildlife is killed or injured and 
inevitably committing voluntary/charity wildlife rescue groups to fill the void created at their expense. 

I request that the draft Regulations and Codes be significantly amended to reduce the environmental 
impacts of the legislation. Specifically, I request that the Regulations and Codes:  

- Put koala habitat off limits for clearing under the Codes, and make sure that koala habitat is 
comprehensively assessed and identified before the new laws are activated. 

- Protect all vulnerable and endangered ecological communities from clearing, as well as Crown Lands 
and Travelling Stock Routes. 

- Consider the impacts of clearing on soils, water, salinity and carbon to maintain our farmland and a safe 
climate. 

- Exclude the option of cash payments in lieu of genuine vegetation offsets and ensure that all offsets are 
like-for-like. 

- Do not take effect until the Private Land Conservation package, and Native Vegetation Regulatory 
mapping are satisfactorily completed and made public.  

 

Thank you for considering our submission, 

 

 

 

Craig Thomson 

AWPC President 

 

 

 

A Letter To the Office of Environment and Heritage NSW, 

by Craig Thomson 
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I am Eve Kelly the new AWPC Treasurer. I have had about 15 years 
experience working with animals, at Collingwood Children’s Farm, in 
animal welfare, at Melbourne Zoo. And around 10 years with wildlife 
having worked with Wildlife Victoria, volunteering for Nature Parks on 
Phillip Island, and trained as wildlife rescuer and licensed wildlife carer. 

I have eight rescued birds, all lost pets that needed homes, and they very 
are much loved in our household. I have reared many a baby possum and 
bird and cared for lots of sick and injured animals over the years.  

I’m passionate about wildlife and am not afraid to speak out to be a voice for them. I believe that in 
protecting wildlife and their habitat we are protecting the planet, and in turn all the humans on earth as 
well. We have a responsibility to share this planet with all our native species.  

As the AWPC Treasurer I hope to maintain deliciously accurate financial records and keep all the 
regulatory and administrative tasks up to date. Our latest membership drive was a great success and we are 
very grateful to our older and newer members and all the generous donations we have received.  

I know I will never be a replacement to the wonderful Maryland and her tireless work, but I hope to do the 
best I can to maintain the AWPC as an active and productive wildlife protection organisation into the 
future.  

Thanks for your ongoing support! 

We were very sad to hear of Maryland Wilson’s husband, Doug Wilson’s death. Doug Wilson is survived 
by his wife, the past president of AWPC Maryland Wilson, his daughter Tori and his son 
Dr Joshua Douglas Wilson QC; who was recently appointed to the Federal Circuit Court.  
 
He was born in the United States. His father was a medical doctor. Doug’s career had involved a lot of 
travel for an international oil company, but Maryland and he chose to retire to Australia. Although Doug 
worked part time as a personnel advisor locally, they both loved staying at home on their hobby farm in 
Moorooduc, Victoria. Earlier they had kept riding horses there and Doug still looked after a small herd of 
cattle and a flock of chickens. They had a goat, plus a succession of dogs, of which the most recent was 
Daisy.  Doug had a way with dogs and so their dogs were very well trained. He used to lead his chickens 
home to their coop in the evening by whistling a marching song.  
 
Doug was a personal friend of multi-Archibald prizewinner, Australian artist William Dargie, who had 
done portraits of both Doug and of Maryland, including one of Doug on horseback. Doug was an 
excellent cartoonist and able to quickly caricature politicians. After, AWPC Committee member Sheila 
Newman’s partner James was hit by a car, and she was taking care of him, Doug sent her a notepad filled 
with politician caricatures all wishing her well. He worked in a small studio and study at home.  He 
enjoyed television and was a fan of Judge Judy. Doug looked younger than his age, laughed easily, and 
his enthusiasm for life seemed unimpaired by age. He was most supportive in the background to AWPC, 
and very careful to ensure a responsible transition from Maryland’s presidency to Craig Thomson’s.  We 
thank him and those of us who knew him will miss him. 

Vale Doug Wilson, friend to AWPC and husband of Maryland Wilson 

A Message from the Treasurer 
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Visit Our Website www.awpc.org.au 

End the deliberate carnage of our Victorian water birds- called a “sport” - Petition 

Duck shooters don’t discriminate on what birds they 

kill, and every single season swans, avocets and rare 

freckled ducks become victims, too. Time and time 

again, duck shooters have proven that they can’t be 
trusted. 

Victoria’s wetlands are rich in 50,000 years of 
indigenous heritage. A thriving, nature-based wetlands 
tourism industry is the way of the future. It will not only 
revitalise country towns, but will protect the financial future of regional Victorians. Many duck-shooters 
call themselves “conservationists” yet they leave behind rubbish and pollution, and their carnage! 

Duck shooting has been banned in Western Australia, Queensland and New South Wales and that 
according to a Morgan Poll, 2007; an overwhelming 87% of Victorians support a ban on duck shooting, 
including many who live locally to wetlands where duck shooting takes place; it seems undeniable that the 
Victorian Government’s policies on this issue are lagging behind the current values and beliefs of our 
society.  

Read more at http://awpc.org.au/?p=3303 

 

Cultivating Murder – a brutal “political” killing  

A farmer who gunned down a NSW environment officer during a 
protracted and terrifying ordeal has been jailed for at least 24 years. 
Glen Turner had been shot three times by 78-year-old farmer Ian Turnbull – a man hell-bent on revenge, 
and who died in prison. 

“He shot an innocent man, twice,” Robert, the only witness to the murderous 20-minute game of cat-and-

mouse Turnbull played with the pair, and was shown on Sunday Night program. 

Murderer Ian Turnbull had pleaded guilty, a year earlier, to illegally bulldozing nearly 500ha of trees, and 
was facing a hefty fine and a potential legal bill of more than $300,000. Meanwhile, his 47-year-old son 
and 29-year-old grandson, who owned the properties Turnbull had cleared, had amassed their own legal 
bills fighting a state government order that they restore the cleared land to pristine bush – an exercise they 
said would bankrupt them. 

The film also shows the environmental damage that land clearing has caused in the area, including the 
destruction of koala habitats. “Koalas all over the east coast of Australia are under massive threat,” Miller 
says. “It’s bizarre that we’re not just killing off the Great Barrier Reef, we’re killing off our iconic native animals.” 

Read more at http://awpc.org.au/?p=3359 
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Brutal “conservation cull” of ACT kangaroos – 
carnage wrapped in environmental language!  

More than 2,600 Kangaroos to be violently slaughtered in 
2017, based on what’s condemned by wildlife carers as 
fraudulent flawed Acts, Plans. and Strategies.   The closures 
will start from Wednesday, May 17, in Canberra and 
Googong Foreshores. This carnage will occur at 12 
sites, closed for what’s ironically, and contradictorily called a 
“conservation cull”.   

These violent killings are not culls, and are not for 
Conservation purposes. Our Kangaroos being driven to extinction, weakening the species genetically 
altering our Kangaroos committed by over killing and the infertility programs.   

Just what empirical evidence supports his assumption that the kangaroos are “over abundant”?  In a report 
and map prepared by field ecologist Ray Mjadwesch in 2013, Professor Garlick said eastern grey 
kangaroos were already gone from 26.6 per cent of the territory because of urban land use, and a further 
29.9 per cent of the animals were under pressure. 

Literature written by ecologist Dan Ramp (University of NSW) describes the importance of kangaroos in 
protecting threatened and endangered species from decline 

Read more at http://awpc.org.au/?p=3381 

New trade deal- kangaroo meat for Peru 

Dear Minister, 

Our organisation, Australian Wildlife Protection Council, is concerned about the new trade talks last 
month (May), to advance the Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement (PAFTA) with the sale of kangaroo 
and beef. 

Kangaroo Industry Association of Australia President Ray Borda said the negotiations with Peru 
represented an “exciting opportunity” for kangaroo meat exports. Yes, “exciting opportunity” to exploit one 
of our best-known iconic animals, kangaroos!  Not for their uniqueness as an endemic species, for their 
endurance and perfect adaption to our landscape, and their endearing qualities as our national icon, but 
purely as MEAT! 

We implore you and your colleagues to reconsider this agreement, and the exploitation of our native 
kangaroos, our much-loved symbols of Australia. 

Studies have found kangaroos contribute much less to grazing pressure than assumed and rarely visit crops 
or compete with sheep except when food is scarce. Kangaroos have transitioned from being a “pest” to 
now a commercial opportunity! 
We again implore you and your departments to think again about the viability, the humane factors and the 
offense to many Australians of Peruvians eating our national symbol- Kangaroos. Please do what’s in your 
power to end this deal, and cancel the visas of those who are pushing this agenda. Read more 
at http://awpc.org.au/?p=3446 
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The least I can do is 

speak out for those 

who cannot speak for 

themselves 

-Jane Goodall- 

We need volunteers! 

If you would like to 

volunteer some time to 

help us please contact us 

eve.awpc@gmail.com 
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All members are invited to our Annual General Meeting, 
held each year on the last Sunday of August, you will be 
updated on our activities and welcome to join in with ideas 
and actions. All are welcome.  

 

Join or renew and pay online at 
www.awpc.org.au 

Or mail this completed form to: 502 Waterfall Gully Rd, 
Rosebud, 3939 VIC  

Name:               

Address:         

                                                                                                         

Ph:      Email:       

Full or concession:     Payment Method:    

Payment Date:   Donation Amount:    

Pay by bank deposit/transfer: Commonwealth bank BSB: 
063535 Account No: 10090791 

Cheque or money order made out to: ‘AWPC Public Fund’ 

 

The AWPC is GST exempt (ABN 85 240 279 616), a 
Registered Charity (A1002224D), a Registered 
Environmental Organisation and all donations over $2 are 

tax deductible 

You can bequest to help native animals. When making your will use 
the correct legal name: ‘Australian Wildlife Protection Council (Vic) 
Inc.’ and its public fund ‘AWPC Public Fund’.  

I give the sum of $.....................for protecting native animals 
from cruelty, all forms of exploitation and for protection and 
restoration of native habitat essential for their survival. This 
payment is to be made after all debts, funeral testamentary expenses, 
duties taxes and any charges payable on my estate after my death.  


